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For President— R. M. Strong, 12 ; W. A. Oldfield, 3. 

For Vice-President— Ned Hollister, 8 ; Walton Mitchel, 6. 

For Secretary—]. E. Dickinson, 8; David L. Savage, 5; Paul Bartsch, 2. 

For Treasurer — Lynds Jones, 11 ; J. W. Jacobs, 3. 

For Executive Council— John H. Sage, 11 ; O. W. Knight, 9 ; H. E. 
Miller, 7 ; A. H. W. Norton, 6 ; Chas. A. Ely, 6 ; H. C. Oberholser, 3. 

F. L. Burns, Judge of Election. 

I find this statement correct, and the following officers to be elected 
for 1896 : 

President— R. M. Strong, Oberlin, O. 

Vice-President — Ned Hollister, Delavan, Wis. 

Secretary — J. E. Dickinson, Rockford, 111. 

Treasurer — Lynds Jones, Oberlin, O. 

Executive Council— John H. Sage, O. W. Knight, H. E. Miller. 

R. M. Strong, President. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEES. 



GENERAL CHAIRMAN ON SPECIAL INVESTIGATION. 



The work which was begun a year ago under the new system of divid- 
ing the investigations of the group under consideration among several 
committees, has been going steadily on. Statements of the heads of 
these committees appear later in this Bulletin. 

It is evident that it will not be possible to publish the life histories of all 
of the Warblers in one Bulletin, even if it should seem best to combine all 
reports in one. Therefore, each committee will occupy an entire Bulle- 
tin with its report, taking ample space to go deeply into the subject con- 
sidered, even to the minutest details. Thus the Migration Committee 
will be able not only to give the approximate time of arrival and depart- 
ure of each species at any given locality, and the exact time of arrival 
and departure in specified years, but also to give the relative time of the 
arrival of the adults and young, and of the males and females ; the state of 
plumage, numbers of individuals during the migrations, condition of 
weather, effect of weather, and many other little known phenomena. 
Contributions of such a nature should be given in your reports to the 
chairman of this committee whenever possible. 

The committee on nesting will also have ample room in which to 
elaborate its report. In addition to determining more definitely the 



situation and composition of the nest, deposition of eggs, incubation, 
and the various other topics commonly discussed, this committee will be 
able to indicate any geographical variations in nesting habits, nests, 
color of eggs, any effects of climate on nesting, effects of the sun on the 
color of the eggs and on incubation, distribution of pigment on the egg 
shell, and many other not less interesting topics as yet little known. The 
chief value of this report must be directly proportionate to the amount 
of material which the chairman will have at his disposal, resting as it 
will upon full reports from many localities. You may, therefore, greatly 
enhance its value by sending him any notes you may have, be they 
either old or new. Careful description of sets of eggs, period of incu- 
bation, and relations of the sexes in building the nest and in incubation, 
will be especially valuable. 

None of the committees on the Warblers will be ready to make a final 
report this year, but a Bulletin containing a final report may be looked 
for next year. Meanwhile the work of the special committee on the 
Flicker is progressing, promising some very valuable additions to our 

knowledge of the subjects discussed. 

Lynds Jones, Chairman. 



CHAIRMAN OF THE MIGRATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr. President : — 

As soon as possible after assuming the chair of this department, I wrote 
personally to each member, as given in Bulletin No. 3, outlining the work 
for the year and requesting a reply, that I would know the stations which 
would be represented. Replies were received from nearly all, the 
majority promising their aid ; a few could not on account of business or 
study. The balance made no reply, although in many cases written to 
the second time. Schedules were then prepared for recording the mi- 
gration of species and sent to each member, also to a number of other 
observers. The few which have thus far been returned, are from such 
widely separated stations that it is impossible to trace the movement of 
any species over any particular territory. They all agree, however, in 
this, that the representatives of the family were much less common than 
usual. This year an extra effort will be made to induce-the members to 
contribute notes, and also to obtain the aid of many observers who are 
not yet members. I shall issue and send a circular letter and schedule 
before the vernal migration. I request those who have not sent in notes 
to do so as soon as possible. Respectfully, 

J. E. Dickinson, Department of Migration, 

1 122 S. Winnebago St., Rockford, 111. 



